CHAPTER VIII.
PREPARATIONS FOR WAR.
YUDHISHTHIRA now encamped himself at Upaplavya, a
town on the frontier of the Matsya kingdom, and began
to collect an army in view of the impending struggle.
Kings Drupada and Virata were already there with
their available forces, and many others joined Yudhish-
thira in response to invitations sent by them conjointly.
Duryodhana in the meanwhile was not inactive, for he
was watching the movements of Yudhishthira carefully,
and he too sent invitations to the princes of India to
join him in opposing Yudhishthira. Krishna's aid
was sought by both and he gave the first choice to
Arjuna either to take him unattended and unarmed
or his army of Gopas or cow-herds. Arjuna preferred
the former and Duryodhana was glad to have the latter.
Balarama, Krishna's brother, stood aloof in order to
avoid participation in the war and decided to go on
a pilgrimage. The kings mentioned by name, who
elected to join the Pandavas, were; first, Yuyudhana
or Satyaki, king of the Satyavatas, who were a clan
of the Yadava family ; second, Dhrishtaketu, king
of the Chedis (he was the son of Shisupala and it seems
strange that he joined the Pandavas); third, Jayatsena,
son of Jarasandha (according to the strange manners
of the Kshatriyas a daughter of Jarasandha married
Bhima after he had slain him In combat); fourth, the king